APPROVED FOR RELEASE

ANNL DATE: OCT.2002 G

LBJ LIBRARY
Mardatory Review . - —
A Suivey of the Situation Cose § NH.E 0A— 1"“1
. ... & ‘ -

In Quang Tri Province’ ament £ (o

ent allied operatiops and intelligernce ?
te that there has been a large buildup .
e Commun forces in the Lao/V{elmamese Lorder
area nor;h ‘and south of Route 9, and in the zrea
just north of the six-mile-wide Demilitarized Zone
(DMZ) separating the two Vietnams.

X
A O
i
)R
r'.
n

Jl-‘

2. In response to reconnaissance reports of a
North VLetnamcs; Acmy (NVA) corncentration just south
GI the DMZ, US Marine and South Vietnamese Zrmy .
(ARVN) Zforces lﬂlt\&tcd Operat ion HASTINGS in north-
ern Quang ”’¢ ProvVince on 7 Jul ubseguently ex-
panded to include seven US and ¥Lve ARVN battalions,

Operation HAS"I*\GC establighed sporadic and ofrten
heavy coantact with majef elements o the PAVN 224E
Infantry Division in this area cduring most of July
aud in early August. By 3 Auguast, when the ozera
icn ended, the allies Kad kilLled 882 cneny LOIc;e‘f"t-

(oody count), c«pkuca& 15, and szized 254 weapons
The allies lost 147 kitled (126 Us) ar nd 438 wounded
(448 us) . Most of the fighking in Operation EAST

INGS took place alopnq the thickly forested ridges
and ravines of the central part of the provxhce,

away from the flaklands on the coast where most of
the population resides.

3. Defector, prisomer, and reconnaissance re-
ports indicate thet units of the 3248 DLVLs;un'beggng
Jcheir iafiltraticr across the bMZ (n iav.: Thi

the Zirst known majar NVA traop moverent via
direct access route to South Vietnam. 2131
2,580~man regimanks (the 812th, 803rd, and
plus a 110-man contrel heaéquarhers xnf'i::'
within a few weeks. This was Ehe shertest
that a2 unit o this Size has taken te zrn:zr son
Vietram, . The presence of most of the cdivisicn
Quang Tri Province was officially confirmed by
CCMUSMACV on 22 July.
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Realiins For Use of i DMY

- 4. There are several passible veasons why

Haroi decided to use the PMZ as a major infiltra-

tion route. First, it was quicker. 2 defector

from the 812th Regiment staked that nis unit's

trip--over the coastal plains of MNorth Vietnam and

through foothills in the DMZ into Cuang Tri's moun-,

‘tairous interior--took only 12 days; the trip

through the Laoctian corridor takss azbout 40. Second,

it was safe Until recently, the DMZ was not »
-

r.
bombed, while the trail complex through Laos hes
been under constant air attack. Third, the shor:z-

ness of the trip tlhrough the BM2 meant less attri-
tion. The 3242 Division had fewer men stricken

with malaria at the end of its hrip than units which
have traveled tharcugh Laos. ¥inally, the use of iz
DMZ meant the North Vietaamese could utilize forward
supply dumps northr of the zoane.

5. In this conneckion, exploitation of North
Vietnamese documents captured during Operation HasST-
INGS reveals that all. food for the 324th Division is
being procured in North Vietnam. This tends to con-
. firm US pilot reports of rice skores scattereé along
Route 102 just nortlhh of the OM2 and captive state-
‘ments that their wuniks were cesponsible for trans-
porting rice across the Ben Mai River in the DMZ.

m

The extersive supPly facilities debected in this -

area suggest that Hanoi has made detailed plans to
resupply Communist troops in the South via the DMZ
and may have been using this sharter route for some
time. In the past, Communist units operating in
South Vietnam are Delieved bo have relied almost ex-
clusively on locally gathered €ocd. :

§. Since early July, shorkly after the 3243
rad o unica-

ad moved inbo Soubh Viebnam, z commu
lex was formed in a 95-square-mile are
oWnich extends across the Demilitarized Zone into
both North and Socukh Vietnamese territory. some ten
XV& ' racdio stations--some of which resresent 3243
elements--have beexn firmly located:
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hort-texm objeckives of the North |
rently were Yo secure the major com-
3 ati es reach'nani.n{:o Quang Tri's central ;
.and western mountains. Theve are two such routes:

9, which conrnecks Laos with Route 1 on the
South Vietnamese coast, and the Ba long Valley,
cleared a year ago py ARVN. According to a second
lieutenant from the 312th NvA capturzé on 9 July,
troops of the 324E Division were ko capture
the towns of Cam Lo ard Dong Ha--beth astride
Route 9--and the town of Ba'long, just inside the
eatrance to the Bz long Valley. oOf the alleged

ives, Dong HWa appears to be thc most ampi-

1t 1s 1n the cenber of Quang Tri's thickly
ted plains at the junclure of zcutes 1 and 9.
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€. Prisoner iﬁ%cfroga.l:ions indicate that
other Communist forces in Quang Tci and Thua Thien
provinces were tc attack allted reinforcements.
An unidentified division in Laos was scheduled to
attack along Route 9 top ensure a free flow of food -
and weapons into Soubh Viebnam €rem Lzos. The 304+h
Division was reportedly in reserve in North Vie:tnam
just above the DMZ.

9. 'Ultimately, the North Vieblvamece apparently .
;hope to "liberate“ Quang Tri. The enemy mav esti-
mate tnat his chances £0r success in a larxge cfifen-
sive are now better in I Corps than in any other .
area oI South Vietnam. The ktwo nocthern provinces
©f South Vietnam--Quwamg Tri and Thua Thien--were
part of North Vieitnams Militacy Reqionm IV during
the French war. Therefore, this is "rome" terrio
tory to many NVN units, and their knowlasdge o7 tne
cerrain is considerable. TJIn addition, as noted,
the area is readily accessible $0 Norih Vietnzmesa
supply dumps north of the DMZ.  Nearsv sanctuary
in both Laos and Norbh Viebnam may also be z factor

CZ major importance in the Commnist stratecy.
These military considerations, kogetner witid the
Zragile political situation ia T Ccrps--so evi
this spring--adds to the probability that taes Com-
wunists hope to mount a major of€ensive in the
norxthern I Corps area.
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10. 'In'spite of the beavy casualties sustazired -
elements of the . 3248 Oivision “hus far in Opzer
n HASTINGS, MACV believes that the division ra-
ins the capability of initiating multireginental
tacks and, if reinforced, of inikiating a2 divi-
lonal-size thrust into cenkral Quang Tri Province.
An offensive could be supported on the south by two

Other PAVN regiments--{he 6th and 958 .

Ihe Government Situakbion in Quang Tri

1l. Despite the cecent bakltles zra the near-
ness of the DRV, Quang Vri and its neighbor, Thua
Thien Province, are far More secure than the other
three I Corps provinces o the soubh. According to
MACV figures of 31 May, bhe Viet Cong firmly con- .
trolled only 2.5 percenk of Quang Tri's 270,000
-people. The government neported?y controlled 45
berecent, and most of the rest were contesteq. Since
the bulk of the populace lives in the lowlands, it
is outside the areas of norme\ Comuunist military
strength in the province;

12. Evicdently Yre Vet Ccnq have beenfexperienc-f;
ing difficultiess in recruibing in Quang Tei anc Thua -

-Taien.; Viet Cong guerrilla strencoth in the two
provinces is reportedly low, and vany memsers o=
theoretically southern Communist battalicns in the
area are in fact from Nocth Vietnam.

neral indifference to the Viet Cong
caus ~g Tzi. however, (s not accompanied by
any eslincs of l\oyalby towarcd trhe govern-:
menzT . erican observer W had been statiomed’
in < nce Zor a year and a half rema-kea in
mig-Jg that iceclocy plays a miner part in the
local people's allegiance. Most are politically
dpatnetic. Even the Puddhist "struggle" movement,
whilch flared heavily in nearby Hue and o2 Nang,
cé-led o stir greatlv Hne people of Quang Tri.
“here were demonstrzkions in Quang Tri citv, but
They lacked zest. Many of the participzants coming
irn from the countryside were repocked to have dona
$C because they liked the bus ride.
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14. some causes of the civic indifference
are apparent. The peovincial adminiskration, long.
beset by factiocnal dispukes. (S inefficient even
v South Vietnsmesz standards. The distribution
¥ USAID commodities, such as cemenk has been re-

utside of Quang Tri eity. Pacification of dis-
uted hamlets is gcoing slowly, possibly because
ny menbers of the local paci€ication teams in
the area joined simply in order to avdid: the

draft.
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ported almost nonexisktent 4o district villages
o
)

spite the weakness of bne covernment
ag arnd the North Vietnamese may well
ine expanding their inflaence iin Quang
3 her than massiye intcecuction of
SVA regulars.” Refugees, although few in compari-
son with other provances, are rescried firmiy
against the Communists, and Yhe collection of in-
telligence in the area has greatly :improved over
the last year. A repork in Harch from a US ad-
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viser to the ARVN lst Wivision (which oserates

in. Quang Tri and Thua Thien provinces) stated
the opinion that the local poepulation did not
identify with Viet Cong mainn force battalions in
the region, prokably because the battzlions were
composed mostly of North Vieknamese drartees.
Presumably the people would be even more prone
to inform on units clearly labeled zs northern,
suchh as the 3243 Division.
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